The Belfast Mercury, Tuesday, April 29, 1851
Strabane Workhouse - Pauper emigration

Mr Robinson, the present master of the Strabane Workhouse, was appointed to that situation only about 4 months since, and under his judicious and energetic management, a marked improvement has been effected in the internal routine of the establishment.
The best discipline and the strictest order are enforced and maintained, without either harshness or severity to excite bad feeling or discontent on the part of the inmates; on the contrary they seem perfectly sensible that they are receiving justice at the master's hands, in carrying out the orders of the board. Some time ago, the guardians determined to fit out a number of the paupers for emigrating to the British Colonies, in North America; and accordingly, on Monday last, the railway train conveyed to this city a party amounting to fifty-eight in number, under the superintendence of the clerk, the master, and the relieving officer; thirty-nine of them females, whose ages range from twelve to thirty-six years. They proceed to Quebec by the ship Envoy, from this port. The tidy and healthful appearance which the party presented attracted particular attention. The dress, bedding etc; allowed them by the guardians proved that they had considered their comforts, and provided for their wants in a creditable manner, whilst at the same time there was becoming economised in the outlay of the public funds. We think it desirable that, in every union, the guardians should encourage the emigration of able bodied paupers, who cannot find useful and renumerating employment at home, instead of suffering them and their families to continue a permanent burthen on the rate-payers. Care should be taken, however, not to send out any individuals but those who are really destitute, for persons with some means of their own, desiring to emigrate, might enter the workhouse, in the hope of having their passage paid by the public, unless a searching enquiry was made respecting their circumstances.
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