From “The Presbyterian Witness” July1897 

Late Rev James McAskie
Another of the older men has been called away from the ranks of the Irish Presbyterian Ministry. Rev James McAskie of II Clontibret Monaghan was born at Whitehouse, Castlederg, December 25th 1823 of an old Presbyterian stock whose traditions were bound up with the eldership of the church in that neighbourhood.

He studied for the ministry in the Academical Institution Belfast (INST) and was licensed by the Presbytery of Strabane on 12/05/1851. He went out at once to America and entered the ranks of the ministry of Philadelphia beginning his work in a store lent for the purpose by a zealous friend. 

In a short time he gathered round him a flourishing over which he was duly ordained and to which he ministered for a period of nearly 12 years. There he married Miss Mary Jane Gordon and in 1863 his wife’s failing health led for him to seek for her a change of climate. He resigned his charge and came home. His old congregation waited for 12 months.
But meantime he received a call from II Clontibret and he decided to stay in Ireland. He was installed by the Presbytery of Monaghan on 23/12/1864.For 33 years he had laboured there doing the work of a faithful preacher and pastor, living peaceably with all men commending the Gospel by life as well as word.
25 years ago he erected a manse at a cost of £800 – the site including 3 acres of ground, he generously presented to his congregation.  11 years ago he renovated and re-seated the church at a cost of several 100 pounds. The greater portion of this money was collected by him in his old congregation of Philadelphia whither he went for that purpose in the year 1886. But not in “things done that took his eye and had the price” is the “main account” made up. What he was and what he tried to be for his flock and to his friends these only can guess as they praise God for him. In calmness and quietness he worked – teaching others and himself the lessons of love. His life was singularly beautiful and happy and his death was like. In a moment in the early dawn of Thursday morning, the 24th, God’s finger touched him and he slept.
His last public appearance was on the day before when in his usual cheerful mood he joined the children of the Sabbath and day schools in their excursion and picnic getting photographed among them. A night after the call came and “he whose heart was as that of a little child had answered to his name and stood in the presence of his master.”

Mr McAskie was twice married. His first wife was a Miss Gordon of Philadelphia and by her there was a son John who is a lawyer in that city. His second wife, who survives him, was Miss Moorhead of Smithborough, by whom he leaves one son Edward and two daughters Jenny and Amy. The sorrowing family have the deep sympathy of all their acquaintances. 
On Saturday last at one o’clock after services in the manse by Rev John Davison, of Glenarm and Mr McCoach, 2nd Clontibret, the remains of their late pastor were reverently borne by members of the congregation to their resting place in the quiet little churchyard which surrounds the place where he preached within God’s acres, where lie the “ashes that make it holier.”

Revs Rose and Henry read and prayed in the church;  Rev. Allison of Monaghan gave the funeral address. Amongst those present at the funeral were:-


1. Mr Edward McAskie, son  

2. Dr Crawford, son-in-law

3. Rev Dr Forbes, nephew

4. Lt Col James Moorhead MD, surgeon  6 Dunelin, Malone Road, Belfast
5. E Moorhead Esq, manager Belfast Bank Armagh

6. Thomas Moorhead Esq, Killykeenagh Co Monaghan, brother-in-law 

7. S J Moorhead Esq  Manager Northern Bank Balbriggan, brother-in-law

Revs Allison Orr, D S Boyd, Henry, Davison, Rose, Martin, Clark, McCoach, Irvine, Shannon, Canon Berry

J Davison Crawford,  MD,  J Gray, BL, JP
Dr RCL Donaldson and Dr William Donaldson
Messrs J Crawford, Calvert, manager Belfast Bank Monaghan 
A Boyd, William Carson, F Swan, WJ Crawford, D Patton, HJ Breakey, S Ross, Joseph L Knox, James Pollock, John Pollock, M Clark, J Crawford, J Pattison, J Wilson, J Ross, R Ballagh, E Eagle, Joseph Knox, A Knox, HG Leeman, R Waddell, J Reed, H Reed etc. 
