The Lyon Family of Ulster
My great grandfather, John Murray Lyon’s uncle, David Murray Lyon was born in Ayr in August 1819. David Murray Lyon was for many years the foreman of the Ayr Advertiser he was also a keen local and family historian. From information left by David Murray Lyon I learned of the Lyon family’s origin in County Tyrone, Ireland. 
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David Murray Lyon and his sister Robina were the children of Robert Lyon who was a Ships Captain sailing out of Ayr. Two of Robert’s brothers, i.e. William and George were also Ships Captains all three were the sons of Robert Lyon and Jean McPhilamy of County Tyrone. 

                                                       Robert Lyon  = Jean McPhilamy

                                                                        c. 1755

                                                

                                             George             William              Robert

                                          c.1777                            1780                             c. 1785 
The surname McPhilamy is native to Tyrone, the 1796 Flax Growers List recording 6 McPhilemy’s in the Parish of Ardstraw with 3 in the Parish of Bodoney whilst the 1830’s Tithe Applotment records 10 McPhillimy’s in Ardstraw with 3 in Bodoney.
Robert Lyon the husband of Jean McPhilamy was in turn the son of George Lyon and Kate Shields.  “Pharas Farm”. David Murray Lyon’s information records that the Lyon family had a connection with a place called “Pharas”, which lay in the Parish of Kippery , County of Tyrone, 3 miles from Omagh. 
I believe it quite likely that the place named Pharas may well be a corruption of Farrest, which is a townland situated in the Parish of Cappagh. The parish of Cappagh lies adjacent to Omagh town.

                                              George Lyon  = Catherine Shields  
                                                                   c.1730                                    (possibly Sheall, O’Sheale or Sheale)
     Robert Lyon
                                                             c.1755

David Murray Lyon also recorded that the Lyon family left Ireland at the time of the 1798 rebellion, i.e. the United Irishman uprising. Presumably he received this information from his mother or from his Uncle William. Whether this is true or not and for what reason the family may have fled is unknown. County Tyrone was certainly not affected by the rising to the same extent as Antrim or Down but there certainly were United Irish supporters in Tyrone particularly amongst some of the Presbyterians.

A radical sermon was preached by a Presbyterian Minister on the 14th November 1779 to the Omagh & Cappagh Volunteers at the Old Bridge Meeting House near Omagh. A transcript of this sermon was printed for circulation, a copy being held by the National Library of Ireland.

The newspaper of the United Irishmen was “The Northern Star” this paper was to play a vital role in the politicisation of those individuals sympathetic to the movements aims. 
Under the stewardship of Samuel Neilson and John Rabb, the success of the Northern Star was built through a network that included paid workers, shopkeepers and sympathisers or “friends”, including many who were recruited after the paper’s launch in January 1792. These ranged from merchants, to medical practitioners such as Doctor Starrat of Omagh.

David Murray Lyon’s evidence places the family in County Tyrone, Ireland in the late 18th century. There is a list of Protestants living in the Parish of Cappagh in 1690 but a search revealed no reference to the surname Lyon at that date, presumably the family moved into the Cappagh area at a later date. Other sources (detailed later) reveal evidence of individuals named Lyon living in the Derry/Tyrone area from the early 17th century. I believe however that the family would have had a Scottish origin prior to the early 17th century. 

The Scottish origin of the Lyon family of Cappagh Parish is unknown but considering that Robert, William and George were all Mariners then it is a possibility that they may have descended from one of the Lyon families of Inverclyde, i.e. the Greenock/Gourock area. Here the Old Parish Registers reveal seafaring individuals named Lyon back to the early 18th century.

Origins of the surname Lyon
The surname Lyon is not native to Ulster but was introduced at the time of the 17th century plantation by settlers from Scotland and England. The name Lyons although not common in Ulster is the 80th most common Irish surname. In County Donegal it has been recorded as a synonym of the Irish surnames, Leehane and Lion. The two surnames Lyon and Lyons have become confused in Ulster as in the past standard spellings of names was not common. 

The Sources

Evidence in historical records for the presence of individuals named Lyon/Lyons who were resident in Counties Londonderry, Tyrone and Donegal are to be found in a number of sources including, civil records, parish records, testaments, gravestone inscriptions, muster rolls, trade directories, newspapers as well as both the Tithe records and Griffiths Valuation. Following is a selection of sources checked and records pertaining to individuals named Lyon particularly those named Robert, George, William and John.
1) Early Scots Settlers in the County of Londonderry recorded in Cf. Inquisition Term – (24) Chas. 1, include an Andrew Lyon who was recorded on 17th August 1616.

2) The Muster Roll for the County of Londonderry (1630) records an Alexander Lyon (sword); George Lyon (sword) and a John Lyon. 

3) The Parish Register’s  of St Columb’s Cathedral (Church of Ireland), Templemore Parish, Derry.
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St Columb’s registers are amongst the earliest in Ireland. The Cathedral was built between 1628 and 1633. The church is located within the confines of the 17th century walled city whilst the parish of Templemore itself encompasses a broader territory of 24 west-bank townlands. These stretch from Culmore in the north to Mullenan in the south, all within the former Liberties, created under the charter granted to Londonderry by James 1 in 1613. 
Baptisms:
Isabell Lion
Chr. 30th Aug  1655
Father; Robert  
John Lion

Chr. 26th Jun
1656
Father; James

Mary Lion

Brn.    1st Feb
1657
Father; Robert

Andrew Lion
Chr. 30th Dec
1658
Father; James

Robert Lion
Chr. 19th Apr
1660
Father; Robert

John Lion

Chr. 13th Jun
1663
Father; Patricke

George Lion
Chr. 13th Jun
1663
Father; Patricke

James Lion
Chr. 24th Dec
1663
Father; James

Margrat Lion
Chr. 14th Oct
1700
Parents; James & Margrat
Note: Burial or death entry for Isabell Lion 24th December 1655.     
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                            St Columb’s Cathedral Derry
Marriages:
Robert Lion to Mary More

1654, 19th October
James Lion to Alce Norrey
 
1655, 28th June
Patricke Lion to Christian Mackey 
1657, 25th June
Mary Lion to John Buckman

1660, 31st June
William Lion to Barbara Quigley

1661, 21st November
Kathren Lion to George McClaning
1665, 12th October
John Lion to Ann McCaly


1682, 15th November
Andrew Lion to Jenatt Long

1706, 29th October
John lion to Susana Bradest

1713, 14th January
Elinor Lion to George Logan
            1730

Robert Lyons (Soldier) to Mary Williamson1733,  4th June    
James Lyon to Shusana Bradley

1741, 18th February    
David Lyon to Jane Dun


1760, 15th September    
Rebecca Lyon to Hugh Harken

1763, 17th August    
Burials:

      Edward Lion



1719, 24th April
                  James Lion



1719, 20th December
                 Charles Lion



1721, 19th September
It should be noted that there are gaps in the early parish registers with entries having survived for the following years 1649, 1652-67, 1678, 1679 and 1681-1703. Also worth consulting would be the lists of cess payers in the vestry books from 1743 onwards. (Ref: PRONI Mic. 1/19).

4) The Register of Deeds, 1708-1833. A search of the Register for the period 1708-1780 for any John, George or Robert Lyon revealed the following:
Lyon, Robert of Mollanan, Parish of Templemore, Libertys of the City of Londonderry to Elizabeth Lyon his spouse. A memorial of a deed of settlement or will bearing the date 24th December 1741 in the presence of Joseph Scott, farmer; Tole Caney, yeoman and Alex McCausland, farmer all in Mollanan.

 [This document states that if either spouse dies the survivor shall inherit the goods and land etc.] 



Ref: 254 -70-162145
Lyon, Elizabeth widow of Robert Lyon to Joseph Scott, farmer of Mollenan dated 30th September 1766.

[This document records the transfer? “withal houses, edifices, buildings, bogs and turbary’s] 



Ref: 254 - 71- 162146

Lyon, Robert of Farney, Parish of Cumber, County of Londonderry to Moses Baily dated 4th June 1757.

[This document records the lease of land]
Ref: 189 – 85-124752

Lyon, Robert of Farney, Parish of Cumber, County of Londonderry, to Thomas O Cahan dated 25th June 1757. Robert Lyon eldest son and heir of Andrew Lyon formerly or late of Fawney of the one part and Thomas O Cahan of Fawney for 1 year, 1 acre of arable land granted and demised by the Right Honorable Brabazon Earl of Bessborough by deed or indre? Of lease to John Lyle, Andrew Lyon, Robert McCauley, Andrew Caldwell and Thomas Duslaghan all of Fawney.

Ref: 187 – 511-126288
Note: A check through the index to Grantors revealed a number of deeds pertaining to individuals whose surname was recorded as Lyon and a greater number pertaining to individuals named Lyons.
5) The Phillimore & Thrift Index to Derry Wills, 1612-1858 list the following:

 Lyon, George, Londonderry City ..   ..   ..   ..
1835


       Lyon, James, Argry, co. Donegal ..   ..   ..   ..
1626


       Lyon, James, Strabane, co. Tyrone   ..   ..   ..
1744


       Lyon, James, Bunareen, alias Seaview, p. Clonmany 1802


       Lyon, John, Magilligan                     ..   ..   ..
1720


       Lyons, John, Strabane                       ..   ..   ..
1811


       Lyons, Robert, Carrick, p.Cappagh, co. Tyrone, 1784


       Lyons, Robert, Alt, p. Urney, co. Tyrone.    ..
 1816  


6) The 1796 Flax Growers List included the following individuals named Lyon/Lyons in Counties, Donegal Tyrone and Londonderry:

Lyon  James
Templemore

Donegal

2 Wheels

Lyon  Joseph
Urney


Donegal

3 Wheels

Lyon  Nathan
Urney


Donegal

2 Wheels

Lyon  Robert
Urney


Donegal

2 Wheels
Lyons Alexander
Killymard

Donegal

1 Wheel
Lyons Connell
Killymard

Donegal

2 Wheels
Lyons  Patrick
Kilaghtee

Donegal

3 Wheels


Lyons George
Leckpatrick

Tyrone


2 Looms
Lyons George
Tullyniskan

Tyrone


3 Looms
Lyons Henry
Cappagh

Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyons Isabella
Leckpatrick

Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyons James
Donaghedy

Tyrone


4 Looms
Lyons James
Termonmaguirk
Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyons John
Ardstraw

Tyrone


3 Looms
Lyons John
Cappagh

Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyons John 
Cappagh 

Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyons John
Termonmaguirk
Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyons John
Urney


Tyrone


4 Looms
Lyons William
Urney


Tyrone


1 Loom
Lyon  Alexander
Banagher

Londonderry

2 Wheels

7) The Prerogative Wills Index (1811-1857) records a Robert Lyon in 1821.

This may well have been Robert Lyon, Ships Captain who was drowned in Dublin Harbour in 1821.

8) Pigots Directory for Londonderry (1824) under the heading of Agents lists a George Lyon (general & ship broker) Foyle St, Londonderry. 

9) The Tithe Applotment Books c.1826-1828.
County L’derry:

Name

Parish

Townland
Date
Alex’r Lyons
Banagher
Ballyheneden
1826

David  Lyons
Ballyaghran
Ballylease
1828

David  Lyons
Ballyaghran
Mullaghacall
1828

Geo     Lyons
Templemore
Eshaheen


John    Lyons
Ballyaghran
Ballylease
1828
Joseph Lyons
Coleraine
Knockentern
1827

Ross    Lyons
Templemore
Eskaheen


County Tyrone:

Henry  Lyon
Cappagh
Farest

1827  (Holding of  7 acres)
Widow Lyon
Camus

Strabane
1828

William Lyon
Camus

Strabane
1828

Harkness Lyons
Cappagh
Aughagallon
1827

James  Lyons
Donaghenry
Unix

1828

John    Lions
Tullyniskan
Mullaghmargret 1826

John    Lyons
Donaghenry
Sessiagh
1828

John    Lyons
Leckpatrick
McCracken
1826

John   Lyons
Termonmaguirk Ballintrain
1825

Joseph Lyons
Donaghenry
Ruskey
1828

Joshua Lyons
Cappagh
Killyclogher
1827

Robert Lions
Tullyniskan
Mullaghmargret 1826

Robert Lyons
Cappagh
Killyclogher
1827

William Lyons
Pomeroy
Mulnagore
1829

William Lyons
Leckpatrick
Townparks
1826


10) County L’derry Freeholders (1829) Voters List:

Alexander Lyons of Feeny.

John Lyons of Magilligan.

John Lyons of Ballaghanedin.

11) County Tyrone Freeholders (1829) Voters List:

Robert Lyons of Killyclogher, Strabane Area.

John Lyon of Mountcastle.

12) The Register of Marriages of Londonderry 1st Presbyterian Church: George Lyon (son of James Lyon, sawyer) to Susanna Collins (21st March 1829). 

Andrew Lyon to Elizabeth Morrow (4th March 1839).

Daniel Lyon to Rebecca Calhoun (30th June 1840).

13) Pigots Directory for Londonderry (1839) lists a J. Lyon of Scottish Union, (fire and life) - Steam Packet Wharf.

14) Slater’s Directory for Londonderry (1846) under the heading of Agents lists a Robert Lyons, of Little James Street.

15) The Ulster Directory for Londonderry (1846) under the heading Steam Packet Companies and Offices lists a John Lyon, Agent for Glasgow & Londonderry of Foyle Street.

16) Griffiths Valuation Books c 1860.

County Tyrone:
Parish

Townland
Lyon   Augustus
Camus

Strabane

Lyon   Elizabeth
Camus

Strabane

Lyon   George
Leckpatrick
Glebe

Lyon   George
Leckpatrick
MacCrackens

Lyon   John
Donaghedy
Mountcastle

Lyon   John
Leckpatrick
Town Parks
Lyons  James
Cappagh
Farrest   (House & 35 Acres)
Lyons  Robert
Ardstraw
Straletterdallan

Lyons  Robert 
Drumragh
Cloghfin

Lyons  Robert
Drumragh
Killyclogher

Lyons  Robert
Termonmaguirk Drumnakilly

Note: There are a further 24 entries in Griffiths Valuation for individuals named Lyons 

          in County Tyrone, some of the entries may pertain to the same individual who held land 

          in different townlands.

County L’derry:
Parish

Townland
Lyon  John
Templemore
Foyle Street
Lyons  Alex’r
Templemore
Sheriffs Mountain

Note: There are a further 17 entries in Griffiths Valuation for individuals named Lyons 
          in County Londonderry, some of the entries may pertain to the same individual. 
County Donegal:
Parish

Townland
Lyons George
Killaghtee
Ballybodonnell

Lyons Robert
Killaghtee
Dunkineely

Note: There are a further 66 entries in Griffiths Valuation for individuals named Lyons   

          in County Donegal. The great majority of these are from the Barony of Banagh which 

          lies in the extreme south-west of the county. I believe these are not related to the Lyon 

          family of Counties Londonderry/Tyrone but interestingly there is a similarity in the use   

          of some Christian names, particularly, George, Robert, William and John.
17) The Civil Registers of Marriages. 
These include the following individuals resident in the Cappagh area. 
1845 6th May – Parish of Cappagh James Lyons to Catherine Nixon.

1846 29th Dec – Parish of Cappagh Robert Clark to Ann Lyons.

1846 15th Jan – District of Gortin (Badoney Parish) Robert Lyons a Farmer aged 27 (Widower) father Henry Lyons a Farmer to Ann Stewart  aged 23 (Spinster) father Hamilton Lyons (Rector). Groom and Bride both resident in Shaw.

1848 7th Dec – District of Gortin (Badoney Parish) Thomas Lyons a Farmer of full age (Bachelor) of Killyclogher, Parish of Cappagh, father Robert Lyons a Farmer to Martha Moorhead of full age (Spinster) of Monnyduff, Parish of Lower Badoney, father James Moorhead (Farmer). Witness, James Lyons of Killyclogher. 

Also of interest in the early Civil Registers of Marriages are the following:

1845 31st Oct – Newmills (Tullynisken Parish, Dungannon) George Lyons a Carpenter of full age (Bachelor) of Mullaghnnargh, father Robert Lyons (Carpenter) to Anne Frizell of full age (Spinster) of Gortin, father Robert Frizell (Publican).

1846 20th Jan – Parish of Donaghhady, John Lyons a Farmer of full age (Bachelor) of Mauntiarhil ? father James Lyons (Farmer) to Matilda Lyons of full age (Spinster) of Mauntiarhil ? father John Lyons (Farmer). 

18)  The Omagh Newpaper recorded the following marriages and deaths:

Marriages: 

1866 18th Mar – Thomas Lyons of Mayne House to Isobella Caldwell of Drumragh at 1st Omagh Presbyterian Church. 

1867 23rd Apr – William Stewart of Ergenagh to Maggie 2nd daur of William Lyons of Carnoney, Parish of Cappagh  at Crossoads Presbyterian Church. 

1867 21st Nov – William Lyons of Carnoney to Miss Margaret McFarland of Canoney at Crossroads Presbyterian Church.

 Deaths: 

1852 17th Feb – Robert Lyons, age 76 years, Killyclougher, near Omagh.

1856 11th May – Margaret Lyons wife of late Robert Lyons, of Killyclougher near Omagh.

1869 3rd Aug – Andrew Lyons aged 20 years, Drumnakelly.

19) Gravestone Inscriptions:
Cappagh Church of Ireland Parish Graveyard:

John Lyons, late of Correnary, died 16th April 1855, aged 54.

His son, Andrew J., died 13th August 1873, aged 29.

His wife Elizabeth, died 11th February 1874, aged 63.

His son Henry M.P.S., late of Omagh, died 29th May 1900, aged 52.

William T. Lyons, died, 9th November 1911, aged 77.

James Lyons, late of Correnary, died 12th October 1918 aged 77. 
Clifton Street Burying Ground Belfast:

Robert Lyons, Merchant & Linen Yarn Spinner of Strabane

Retired 1840, died Belfast 1860 married to Margaret Baird.

Further research in the Memorial Inscriptions for the Derry/Tyrone area prove rewarding.  

The Lyon Families of Leckpatrick & Derry.
Particularly interesting is a Lyon family who were resident in Derry City in the 18th and 19th century and who had connections with the Parish of Leckpatrick in County Tyrone. 

County Tyrone
                                                     DERRY CITY                            
[image: image4.png]
Note: L’Derry to Strabane = 14 Miles

           Strabane to Omagh = 19 Miles

Leckpatrick Parish which is in the Barony of Strabane lies between Strabane and Derry City. Interestingly just a few miles to the north-east in County Londonderry is the Parish of Cumber where Robert Lyon of Farney was recorded in the Register of Deeds circa 1757.

Mrs Barbara Maybury of Avalon, Pennsylvania, provided me with information regarding this family. Barbara’s husband, William was descended from a Robert Lyon who was born in Derry about 1794. 
Robert Lyon emigrated to the United States in 1817 (1) and declared his intention to become a U.S. citizen in 1822, he died in a place called Papertown (now Mt Holt), near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in 1835. 

A letter was sent from Ireland to George Lyon the son of Robert in 1851, this was from George’s uncle John in Derry and it contained family details. The letter apparently stated that the Lyon family had gone to Ireland from Scotland after the siege of Derry in 1689. 
The family settled in County Londonderry near the City of Derry alongside other families including those by the name of Knox, Stuart and McCrea and that the Lyon family had prospered, unfortunately the letter has not survived.

Robert Lyon had two brothers, William and John. William was drowned whilst on a voyage to the West Indies. John Lyon who was born about 1800 was a Steamship Agent in Londonderry. He married an Elizabeth Knox and they had three sons, George, John and Robert and a daughter Mary Jane Lyon. Mary Jane married the Reverend Alexander Cameron. She died in Forfarshire, Scotland in 1912. In her will she left property in Derry City. Mary Jane also left provision in her will for the upkeep of the family plot in Leckpatrick cemetery.

1)  A Robert Lyon(s) of Londonderry is recorded as arriving in New York on board the Golconda on 15th June 1811.
Lyon Memorial in Leckpatrick Cemetery.
Hamilton, Lyon, Knox

Flat slate slab, inscription incised; slab rests on base with slate sides 500 high. 

Robert Hamilton, Surgeon

Died 7th Jany 1818

Aged 34

John Lyon

Died 18th Jany. 1855

Aged 55

Be ye also ready for in such an hour as

Ye think not the son of Man cometh.

John Lyon son of the above died

27th Feby 1864 aged 29 Years.

In memory of George Lyon.

Eldest son of John Lyon who died 13th Feby 1865

Aged 38 Years,

Also of Elizabeth Knox,

Wife of John Lyon,

Who died 27th November, 1875,

Aged 76 years.

Also in memory of Robert Lyon.

Died 4th April 1890

Aged 53 years. 

Notes: In the Irish Will Calendars a Robert Lyon of L’derry is recorded as having died on 4th April 1890.
There are references to both Leckpatrick and Cappagh Parishes in the Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland Volume 5 (Parishes of County Tyrone 1). The memoirs make interesting reading and there is a reproduction of part of Map of Strabane from the first 6” O.S. Maps of the 1830’s. On this map is annotated a reference to Lyons Lnd of some 20 acres.

Below is a family tree of the Leckpatrick Lyon family. I am making the assumption that the father of Robert, John and William was a George Lyon based on the naming pattern of their sons.

             George Lyon =     ?

                                             Abt.1770


                            Robert
      William                   John                     

                          1794                              ?                                            1800                                 



        =                                                            =

          1) Nancy Lynch                                                          Elizabeth Knox                                                                       

                                  2) Nancy Davidson


                                                                                                                                 

           Margaret         George  Annie   Fannie   Mathilda   George  John     Robert    Mary Jane

                                                                                                                        1827           1835           1837           1840

It is interesting to note the similarity in the Christian names of the male members of the Lyon family of Leckpatrick/Derry and of the Lyon family from whom I am descended, i.e. George, William and Robert this leads me to believe that in all probability the two families were related. 
Although family lore states that the “Leckpatrick” Lyon family moved to Derry after the siege of 1689 the presence of individuals named Robert, George, John and William Lion in mid 17th century County Londonderry lead me to believe that the family moved into the Parish of Templemore much earlier.

A check of a Rent Roll for the City of Londonderry dated May 15th 1628 does not reveal anyone of the surname Lyon or Lion. The presence of Andrew Lyon, an early Scottish settler in the County of Londonderry in 1616 would indicate that Andrew and possibly other individuals named Lyon may well have settled outside the city probably in the Liberties of Derry. 
M Perceval-Maxwell’s account of “The Scottish Migration to Ulster in the Reign of James” provides a possible explanation as to why Andrew Lyon settled in Ulster in the early 17th century.  In Chapter 3 of his work, Perceval-Maxwell refers to George Montgomery the Bishop of Derry, Raphoe and Clogher who was given a grant to church lands in Ulster on 13th June 1605. 
Bishop Montgomery an Ayrshireman issued proclamations in Glasgow, Ayr, Irvine, Greenock and other south-western ports of Scotland, particularly those near Braidstane in Ayrshire, declaring he would lease church lands on easy terms. 
Over the following three years, these measures drew over a number of Scots to Donegal and what was then the north-western part of Tyrone, but which is Londonderry today.
Lyon Family Trees

Following are possible re-constructed Family Tree’s of early Derry members of the Lyon/Lion family.

        Andrew Lyon   =   ?
                                               c. 1590


                 1) Robert    2) James      3) Patricke     Mary     William    Kathren  

                                        = 1654             =  1655               =  1657                  =  1660             =  1661                =  1665

                  Mary              Alce             Christian          John            Barbara       George

            More             Norrey          Mackey           Buckman      Quigley        McClaning

                                                 1)  Robert Lyon  =  Mary More
                                                                        c. 1628
                                                

                                             Isabell             Mary              Robert

                                          c.1655                          c. 1657                       c.1660 

                                                 2)   James Lyon  =  Alce Norrey
                                                                        c. 1630
                                                

                                            John             Andrew              James
                                          c.1656                          c. 1658                       c.1663 





     3)      Patricke Lyon =  Christian Mackey
                                                                     c. 1633


                                                          John               Twins              George                                           

                                                                                                                       1663




The Lyons Families of Cappagh.

From the records noted above we have evidence of a number of Lyons who were resident in the Parish of Cappagh and nearby parishes, e.g. Badoney in the 19th century.

a) In the Townland of Farrest 















                   Henry Lyon =

                                                             Tithe (1826)

                                                                        James

                                                           Griffiths (1860)

Note: A Robert Lyons was born in Cappagh in 1808. He married Anne Susan Stewart in Gortin, the Parish of Lower Badoney in 1846 (see family tree following). He was the son of Henry Lyons who was possibly the individual recorded in the 1796 Flaxgrowers List and the 1826 Tithe Applotment Book for the Townland of Farrest. 
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b) In the Townland of Correnary






 John Lyons = Elizabeth Ker ?

                                                             1802 - 1855                                              1811 - 1874


                                        James           Andrew J.           Henry            William T.

                                                        1841                       1844                             1848                      1850

c) In the Townland ? of Killyclougher






Robert Lyons = 

                                                         (Farmer) 1776-1852


                                                     Thomas                                 James                                           

                                                    Abt 1825
  =



                                                                Martha Moorhead

d) Gortin, Parish of Badoney.

                                      Henry Lyons

                                 (Farmer)



      Robert Lyons = Anne Susan Stewart


                 (Farmer) 1819-1894



    Anne J.     Katherine    Margaret      Mary E.       Rebecca F.     Henry     Robert S.   John J.

Evidence of a family relationship was provided by Kenny Devons in December 2008.  In 1934 the Rev. Robb interviewed elderly relatives in Tyrone and was informed that in the late 18th century there were three Lyon cousins all sea captains. These may well have been William, Robert and George who hailed from County Tyrone and sailed out of Ayr.
There was also mention of an Army connection during this period, which ties in with evidence passed on by David Murray Lyon in Ayr.

The civil record of marriages also provides evidence of another possible Lyons connection, i.e.

e) Newmills, Parish of Tullyniskin.

                                                Robert Lyons =  ?

                                                    (Carpenter)
                                                                  George = Anne Frizell





   (Carpenter) c.1820

Note: Tullyniskan is a parish in east Tyrone near Lough Neagh which leads me to doubt any 
          connection with the Lyon family of Cappagh parish.

It should be noted that the addition of an “s” to the surname Lyon was probably a common occurrence when events were being recorded. The death certificate of Elizabeth Knox the wife of John Lyon of Leckpatrick records her name as Lyons.   

Part 2

Newton on Ayr

Sometime in the late 18th or early 19th century Robert Lyon and his two brothers, William and George found themselves in the town of Ayr. Whether they had settled in the town permanently or were regular visitors by virtue of their seafaring connection is not possible to say. What is certain is that each of them married locally and had children born in the local area.

Robert Lyon - Shipmaster

                                                     [image: image6.wmf]
Robert Lyon i.e. the father of Robina was a Shipmaster who sailed from the port of Ayr in the early 19th century. His marriage to Janet Murray of Garden Street was recorded in the Newton on Ayr Parish Register.


13th September 1818

Robert Lyon and Janet Murray both in this parish were three times proclaimed in order to marriage on one Sabbath and were married on the 15th day of the same month by Dr Peebles.  

Captain Robert Lyon was involved in the transportation of coal from Ayr to Belfast and carrying of limestone on the return trip.  He is recorded in the Custom Account Books for Ayr in 1819 where he is listed as being the Captain of the brig Victory. 

              Entries Outwards  Ladyday Quarter 1819 (January 20th)

No 9  Victory     Lyon for Belfast   (The Master)    75 Chalders Coals        Brig.

Account of the quantity of limestone imported at the port of Air on Ladyday Quarter 1819 being the produce of and imported from Ireland allowed to be landed without report and entry.

       Date February 7th    Victory   R Lyon from Belfast  40 Tons.

In 1819 the Newton Church Register recorded the birth of a son to Robert and Janet.


16th August 1819

Robert Lyon, Shipmaster and Janet Murray his wife both belonging to the church had a son baptised born the 9th of the same month and named David. 

Less than two years later Robert was drowned in Dublin Harbour on 27th March 1821. This unfortunate accident is referred to in the baptismal register of Newton Church.

Robert Lyon, Shipmaster and Janet Murray his wife had a daughter born after the death of the father on the 19th May 1821. Baptised the 31st of the same month and named Robert Jean.

       Robert Lyon  =  Janet Murray





   c.1785




                 David Murray                  Robert Jean (Robina)

               1819                                               1821 

There is a reference in the Irish Prerogative Wills Index (1811-1857) to a Robert Lyon in 1821. This may well have been Robert Lyon Shipmaster but unfortunately no other information was recorded and the actual will was destroyed in the Four Courts Fire in Dublin in 1922. 

A search of the Dublin newspapers of the period did not reveal any details. However if this were the will of Robert Lyon Shipmaster of Newton on Ayr it would imply that he had registered his will in Ireland, which confirms his place of origin.

The McMurray Family

Robert’s spouse, Janet Murray born in 1792 was the daughter of David Murray and Janet Murray of Garden Street, Newton on Ayr. Her name is recorded as Janet McMurray in the baptismal register of Newton Parish. Her father David (Mc) Murray was a shoemaker and leather merchant who came from the Parish of Dailly, whilst her mother Janet was one of the McMurray’s of Cultezeoun in the Parish of Maybole.

Robert’s son, David Murray Lyon (more of later) was a keen local historian who was also interested in his family history. He wrote the following letter to the Daily Review in 1876 (reprinted in the Scotsman of 18th November 1951).

Sir, - I send this in corroboration of the fact that Gaelic was to some extent spoken in Ayrshire in the early part of last century. My grand-aunt, Jean McMurray, who died in 1836 at the age of 87, informed me that Margaret M’Murray, the representative of the elder branch of the M’Murray’s of Cultezron, near Maybole, and who died at a very advanced age about the year 1760, was long talked of as having been the last Gaelic-speaking native of Carrick.

“Cultezron is situated about thirty miles north of Glenapp, and seven or eight miles south of Ayr. Cultezron was possessed by several generations of the M’Murray’s and its name is purely Celtic- ‘Cul Tigh Eobhain,’ signifying ‘the back of Ewan’s house.’I am, etc.

“Ayr, October 31, 1876.”    


           D. Murray-Lyon.

Research in the sasines and testaments of the County of Ayr reveal that a Morris McMurrie was resident in Cultezeon from at least 1605 till his death in 1618. 

David Murray Lyon also left two small cards with brief details of his paternal and maternal ancestry. On one card (maternal line) he noted that the Murray/McMurray family had their origins in Dailly Parish and Cultezeon, Parish of Maybole and on the other card (paternal line) that the Lyon family came from a farm 3 miles from the town of Omagh in County Tyrone.

                      William Lyon - Shipmaster

Robert Lyon’s brother William a Master Mariner, also made his home in the Port of Ayr. As the Custom Account Books reveal his travels took him much further.  

21st December 1817
Brig The Jessie, Master Wm Lyon from St Andrews, New Brunswick. Cargo; Pine, Black Birch, Deals, Larchwood.

18th January 1818
For Londonderry 150 Chalders of Coals.

11th September 1818
From St John’s, New Brunswick, Pinetimber, Larchwood. Masts etc.

                              
Hugh Cowan, Tonnage paid at Irvine.

20th October 1819
Entries on general goods; Christmas Quarter 1819 The Jessie




Lyon from Miramich? Post
 

 2nd March 1819

1 Load 45 ft Pine Timbers 8” Sq or upwards, imported here duty free
                           by Hugh Cowan said vessel from Quebec 23rd December last.

24th Feb’ 1820  Entries outwards, for Londonderry  110 Chalders Coals.

25th Jul’  1820  Entries on tonnage inwards, Michaelmas Quarter 1820

                         “Jessie” – Lyon from New Brunswick (St John’s) 213 Tons

Merchant Hugh Cowan. Carrying 238 pieces 180 loads pine or fir timber 8” sq or upwards 217 pine planks or deals. 1500 pieces 8 fathoms larchwood

The timber and deals fit for naval purposes. All the above articles of the growth or production of the British Colonies in America. Also, 6 spars under 6” in diameter excluding of the bark. 3 masts 6 and under 8” in diameter. 7 masts 8 and under 12” in diameter. 

William Lyon married Elizabeth Underwood on 30th January 1806 in Newton on Ayr. They had eight children.

              William Lyon   =  Elizabeth Underwood
                                                              c.1785

              

              Thomas      Jean       Ann      William    Robert     George      Elizabeth    John

                     1806                1808            1809           1813               1815                 1817               1819                1821

In the Register of Sasines there is a record of William Lyon: 

No 146 -  16th March 1821 - William Lyon, Master of the brig, Jessie of Ayr.

William Lyon died aged 46 on the 4th April 1826 in Liverpool his beneficiary was his widow, Elizabeth Underwood. The Inventory of his personal estate was recorded on 24th November 1826. 


To cash in the house                                   £3-10-0d

  
To amount of furniture per appraisment    £0-57-7d


To 3/16th Shares of the Brig Sportsman 

              of Ayr per appraisment                              £487-10-0d

Newton Green Burial Ground

The following memorials are inscribed in gravestones in Newton Green burial ground.

Erected by Elizabeth Lyon in affectionate remembrance of her husband 

Robert Hamilton d 28 Sep 1880 aged 89; 

also her son James d at St John….wick 4 Feb…., 

Robert d…..; 

Elizabeth Lyon d 9 Jan 1857

William Lyon shipmaster Newton. 

Inscribed by Elizabeth Underwood in memory of her husband 

d. at Liverpool 4 Mar 18... aged 46;

…d..11…1809 in  infancy; 

the  above Elizabeth Underwood….

Erected by Alexander Lyon in memory of his father and mother 

Jane Hutchison d 3 May 1892 aged 70; 

John Lyon master mariner d 12 Jul 1892 aged 71; 

Thomas Lyon d 28 Apr 1880 aged 20; 

James Lyon d 3 Mar 1894 aged 31;

 Elizabeth Lyon d 17 Nov 1906 aged 61.

William Lyon’s Sons

Several of William’s sons were also to become Mariners these were Thomas born 1806, William born 1813, George born 1817 and John born 1821.  Research into the Ships Muster Rolls for the Port of Ayr, which are located in the Public Record Office at Kew revealed the following.      



Ship

Period

Age
Destination

Last Ship

Thomas

Elizabeth
1838

32
Montreaul

Elizabeth



Princess Victoria 1839

33
Bathhurst/NewBrunswick



The Pitt

1840

34
Dalhousie

Elizabeth



The Magog
1844 (Apr)
37
Dublin (coal 4 week trip)

William

The Magog
1837

23
Wexford
Bethea


(Note: the Magog had a compliment of 10 men, i.e. Master, Mate, 5 men & 3 boys)



Eglinton

1839

25


The Pitt



The Pitt

1839 (Aug/Nov)
26
Chaluire Bay
The Avril

George

Princess Victoria
1837

20 (Apprentice)

The Jessie



The Mary
1839(Mar/May)
22
L’derry/Drogheda/W’ford    Eclipse



Egliton

1842

26




John

The Mary
1840 (Jun/Sep)
20
New Ross/Derry



The Ann

1840

20
Newport/DublinThe Mary



The Sally
1842





Dundonald



The Sally
1843

22
Cork/Dublin

The Ann



The Sally
1844



George died at Pegu, Burmah in the East Indies on the 30th November 1852 whilst William died 5th October 1853, both deaths being recorded in the Ayr Advertiser.



John Lyon the youngest son of William was like his father to become a Master Mariner. John was second in command of “The Earl of Carrick” which sailed from Ayr for Liverpool in December 1857. Caught in a gale off the Isle of Man the ship sank and John Lyon was one of only two-crew member’s to survive.

On another occasion he is understood to have survived the sinking of “The Emerald”. For many years he was Master of the brig “Village Pride” which was engaged in the bringing of limestone from Ireland. John married Jane Hutchison in Ayr in 1841.                  
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                       John Lyon & Jane Hutchison
John Lyon   =  Jane Hutchison

                                                  1821


Janet         Elizabeth         Alexander   William    Thomas    James  

                              1843                   1845                        1848                        1855             1860               1863

John Lyon died on 12th July 1892 and was interred in Newton Green Cemetery. 

Of interest is the Obituary for Alexander Hutcheson Lyon the son of John Lyon. This was published in the Ayrshire Post on November 23rd 1945. 

Mr Alex. H. Lyon 

The death occurred at 46 Bellevue Crescent, Ayr, on Sunday of Mr Alexander Hutcheson Lyon, retired master plumber. A native of Ayr, Mr Lyon was probably the town’s oldest inhabitant, as he was 96 years of age. Mr Lyon had an intimate knowledge of the town, and possessed of a retentive memory, frequently delighted his friends with glimpses of the Ayr he knew in mid-Victorian days. He had vivid recollections as a boy of going from Weaver Street to the saw-pits in South Harbour Street for sawdust, these were the days when the ship building yard was on the north side of the river. 

His father was a sea captain, John Lyon, who at one time owned the “Village Pride”, a vessel which traded between Ireland and Ayr in the days of the windjammers. Mr Lyon himself followed the sea for a few years, but gave it up and served his apprenticeship as a plumber with McIlwraith, Cowan and Coy,. Ayr. 

As a young man he commenced business on his own account in Newmarket Street, afterwards removing to premises in Sandgate. Altogether, Mr Lyon was over 60 years in business for himself, and he retired from active work a good many years ago. The business is now owned by his nephew, Mr John L. McMillan, Cathcart Street. 

Mr Lyon was always a shrewd man of affairs, and he at one time owned the ground on which the present Post Office and its extensions are built, and which he disposed of to the Government. For fully 40 years Mr Lyon was an elder of Cathcart Street Church, and he is the church’s oldest elder. Mr Lyon took no part in public life. He was a life-long abstainer. Mr Lyon was twice married and is survived by his wife. He is the last survivor of the Lyon family, his youngest brother having died in Sydney in the beginning of this year.
George Lyon - Mariner
What of the third Lyon brother George? Research in the old parish registers reveals a George Lyon, sailor in the early 19th century.  This George married a Jean Gilchrist about 1802 they had six daughters who were all born in the Newton-Irvine area

                              George Lyon =  Jean Gilchrist

                                  c. 1780

                                    

                                  Margaret   Jean     Janet     Isabella    Jean    Agnes

                                             1803                   1805           1807         1809              1811        1813

I strongly suspect that this George Lyon was the brother of Robert and William.

Ayr Parish Register

A John Lyon (sailor) was recorded as the father of three boys in the Old Parish Register of Ayr in the early 18th century his wife was a Jane Ramsay.

                                                           John Lyon  =  Jane Ramsay

                                                                               c.1680

                                          

                                             Alexander        John              Robert

                                                                  1716                         1718                      1723

I suspect that John Lyon’s place of origin was further up the Clyde coast in the Port Greenock - Inverkip area.

The Clyde Coast

The actual origin of the Lyon family prior to their settling in Ireland is difficult to ascertain however the Custom Account Books and parish registers of the Clyde coast record a number of individuals bearing the surname Lyon.  

George Lyon, a master of the Walter of Glasgow arrived in Port Glasgow from Spain in April 1681, sailing from Port Glasgow to Spain July 1681, he was master of the Isabel of Glasgow sailing from Port Glasgow to Spain August 1682, arriving in Port Glasgow from Cadiz November 1682, he was master of the Walter of Glasgow sailing from Port Glasgow to the West Indies on 24th February 1683. (SRO.E72.19.1/2/6/8); he was master of the Concord of Glasgow, 150 tons, in 1692. (RBRS.Misc.75)

John Lyon,  seaman on the Golden Salmon of Glasgow captured by the Turks when on a voyage to Cadiz March 1672 (RPC.2.574);  seaman on the Janet of Glasgow arrived in Port Glasgow from Cadiz January 1684. (SRO.e72.19.9)

John Lyon, master of the Margaret of Greenock sailed from Port Glasgow to Belfast April 1681, was master of the Elizabeth of Greenock sailing from Port Glasgow to Belfast January 1683, arriving in Port Glasgow from Drogheda  in April 1684. (SRO.E72.19.2/5/8)

William Lyon, master of the Elizabeth of Gourock arrived in Port Glasgow from Ireland May 1684. (SRO.E72.19.9)

Andrew Lyon, born 1731, skipper in Inverkip, died 16th February 1793. (Inverkip g/s)

John Lyon, skipper in Greenock, cnf 1762 Glasgow.

David Murray Lyon  (Old Whiskers)

Robert Lyon’s son David Murray Lyon was a master printer by profession. He entered the employment of the Ayr Advertiser, as an apprentice compositor, in 1833. He fathered an illegitimate but acknowledged son, Thomas Stewart Lyon, in January 1840, by Sarah Stewart. 

Thomas married Isabella Delgarno Gossip, by whom he had six sons. One of these, also Thomas Stewart, 1866-1946, emigrated to Canada as a young man, becoming interested in social reform and journalism. He joined the staff of the Toronto Globe, of which he was successively City Editor, Parliamentary Correspondent, News Editor and Associate Editor, and Editor from 1915-1926. He served at the Western Front with the Canadian Corps in 1917 as a correspondent of the Canadian Daily press, staying with the Lyon family in Edinburgh during his leaves. 

Another descendant of the first Thomas Stewart Lyon is Stewart Lyon, who was Chief Actuary of Legal & General Assurance 1976-1985 and General Manager (Finance) 1980-1987; an authority on Anglo-Saxon and early English coinage he is the author of a number of books on numismatics.


After the birth of this first son, David Murray Lyon was packed off to Aberdeen where he worked for some seven years, learning his trade, whereafter he returned to Ayr to take up the position of foreman printer with the Ayr Advertiser, where he remained until retirement. In 1850 he won first prize in a competition promoted by the Sabbath Protection Society for essays by working men, with “The Shadow of a Great Rock in a Weary Land”, which was later published. He enjoyed researching local history, pouring over the old records and minutes of Ayr Town Council and the Kirk session records, producing a series of articles on the history of Ayr, which appeared in book form some years after his death.

In 1856 he joined the Lodge Ayr St Paul of the freemasons, joining Grand Lodge seven years later. Freemasonry became one of the major influences in his later life and he wrote a number of histories of local lodges. In 1877 when the office of Grand Secretary became vacant he was elected to that position by a large majority, a position he retained until shortly before his death. This new post necessitated his retirement from the Ayr Advertiser, and his removal from Ayr to Liberton, Edinburgh, where he remained for the rest of his life. 

David Murray Lyon became the recognised authority on all matters Masonic and brought Grand Lodge more closely in touch with Scottish Lodges abroad. He was the author, in 1873, of “The History of the Lodge of Edinburgh” and of a much expanded History “embracing an account of the rise and progress of freemasonry in Scotland” published in 1900. 

The Glasgow Evening News of 23rd February 1892 said of him that the “Grand Secretary has by his works elevated himself to a very high position in the world of literature, it is not too much to say that his successful administration of Grand Lodge affairs has won for him a lasting reputation as an administrator; for to him, in all justice, must be awarded much of the credit of the honourable position which the Grand Lodge of Scotland now possesses amongst the Craft throughout the world.”  


In December 1840, not long after his arrival in Aberdeen, he married Elspeth Cooper, from Peterhead, and with her had 7 children:-

Janet Murray, 1842-1919, married William Smith, manager of the Ayr Gas Company, and who later worked and lived in Dundalk, Co Louth, in Ireland. One of their daughters, Ann Lyon married Ebeneezer Savage, and they and their children emigrated to Canada after the First World War. One of their sons, James Savage, who died in 1996, was a teacher and writer of educational books. Just before he died he had completed an interesting little book “Which way is Ireland?”, an account of the evolution of the Republic of Ireland interspersed with some personal recollections of growing up in Ireland immediately before the Great War, including a visit to Dublin, as an eight year old, and seeing the damage caused by the Easter Rising, which had taken place a few weeks earlier. 

Mary Garroch Walker, born 1845 in Aberdeen, emigrated to Australia and married Charles Duggan; their son Michael Duggan, was born at Hinnomunjie, in Victoria, where his parents were early pioneer settlers. Barely 14 years old he carried the mail on horseback, along mountain trails from Omeo to the mining settlement of Grant; in old age he reminisced about his adventures including how on one occasion, without knowing what company he was in, he camped with another horseman who he later learned was a bushranger. 

Margaret Murray, born in Ayr in 1847 died aged 6 years.

David Murray Lyon, born 1850, was drowned at sea in 1873, off Berwick Law, just weeks after marrying Helen Malcom.

Annie Cooper, born 1852, married a Mr Lawrence, and settled in Oldham in Lancashire where they raised a family.

An unnamed son, born 1854, died in infancy.

Elspeth, born 1855, married Maxwell Haugh from Kirkcudbright.

Elspeth Lyon died at Darlington Cottage, Newton on Ayr in May 1858, perhaps worn out with constant child bearing, aged not quite 37 years old.

David Murray Lyon married yet again, in September 1859, to Mary McColm (a corruption of McCallum and carried down through the family as Malcom). Mary came from Alloway where her parents are buried in Alloway Old Kirkyard two graves from that of Robert Burns father. David and Mary had eight more children!

Thomas Malcom, 1860-1942, was a doctor with a practice in the Calders, just outside Edinburgh, and who lived in a large house, complete with butler and finger bowls on the table, in Palmerston Place, Edinburgh. One of his sons, another David Murray Lyon, was a Major General in the army and second in command at Singapore when it was captured by the Japanese in 1942.

William Malcom, 1862-1933, was a Vet at Wooler in Northumberland, and married to Ebinizer Campbell, whose sister was the mother of Sir John Storrar, who won the Military Cross in 1917 and was Town Clerk of Edinburgh from 1941-1956. Their son, also David Murray Lyon, 1888-1956, and known in the family as “The Prof”, was Professor of Therapeutics & Clinical Medicine at the University of Edinburgh, author of a number of medical text books, including “The Essentials of Medical Treatment”. He was a member of a pioneering team at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary working on the development of insulin as a treatment for diabetes, being in charge of the clinical research, diets and psychological observations. 

It was there, in 1924, that the first UK diabetic outpatient department was started, and a later Report stated that it was to Dr Lyon “should go the credit for the development and scope of the Dietetic Department as it is today.” Both his sons, and his daughters, were doctors.

Agnes Malcom, 1864-1937, who lived at Liberton, Edinburgh.

James Malcom, 1866-1949, was a doctor, who settled in Nottingham.

Margaret Malcom, 1868-1907, married Vernon Bain; both died young leaving their three year old son Hugh to be brought up by his aunt Agnes. Hugh qualified as a Vet and lived for many years at Wooler, in Northumberland, having taking over the practice of his uncle William.

Robert Murray, 1870-1949, a doctor, settled in Glasgow, assuming the surname Murray-Lyon. His son, yet another David Murray-Lyon, was also a doctor, and his grandson, Niall is a doctor in Gourock, on the banks of the Clyde.

Janet Drennan, 1872-1958, married David McFarlane. They emigrated to the United States and farmed. 

Donald MacDonald, 1875-1957, was born in Ayr although as a child he moved to Liberton, Edinburgh when his father became Grand Secretary to the Masonic Order. At the age of 15 years he went to sea, signing on as a cabin boy on the S.S. Mercutio, bound from Grangemouth for Riga; however suffering from chronic sea-sickness he was discharged with a good conduct certificate at West Hartlepool in August 1890. He subsequently joined the Royal Bank of Scotland and for many years was manager of the Queen Street, Edinburgh, branch, until he retired at the start of the Second World War. As his contribution to the war effort he took in soldiers and airmen from the occupied countries who had no home to go to when on leave. Many of these men became regular visitors. Donald married in 1908 Ann Webster from Burdiehouse, whose family came from Kilconquar in Fife and whose father and grandfather had been managers of the Burdiehouse Lime Works. They had four children, Mary, Ramsay. Margaret and Helen.

Ramsay Lyon, like so many of the family, was in doctor, in general practice in Edinburgh until the early 1980’s. During the war he served with the Royal Army Medical Corps, working in a field hospital on the beach at Anzio as the battlefront moved backwards and forwards around him, and spending some years on hospital trains, in the middle east, including Egypt and Lebanon. 

Helen Lyon trained as a nurse and in 1943 was transferred to Whiteabbey Hospital north of Belfast.  After the war she was in charge of the Tuberculosis Wards where she met Percival Bown, a member of Belfast City Corporation, in his capacity as Chairman of the Northern Ireland Tuberculosis Authority. They married in 1951, in St Stephen’s, Comley Bank, Edinburgh. In 1953 Percival Brown was elected Lord Mayor of Belfast, and one of his first duties was to welcome the Queen and Prince Philip to Belfast during their Coronation Visit. He was knighted by the Queen in Belfast City Hall, only the second Mayor to have been knighted in Belfast, a previous Mayor having been knighted by Queen Victoria in 1848.

Robina Lyon - Seamstress

Robert Lyon’s daughter, Robina married John Lyon on 7th November 1846. John Lyon was a Hosier whose family had been settled in Mill Street, Ayr since the mid 18th century. Robina and John had three children.

                                                      John Lyon  =  Robina Lyon

                                                    1815                                                  1821


                                           John Murray       Jane                Robert Stair

                                      1848                            1853                        1855

From the evidence in the census returns it would appear that Robina and John had a marital dispute sometime between 1851 and 1861 when the census records Robina and her children as being resident with her mother whilst John had moved back to his parent’s house in Mill Street in Ayr. Robina continued to live in Newton on Ayr where she died aged 73 on 4th January 1895 at 99 Main Street.

John Murray Lyon – Cabinetmaker/Undertaker

Robina’s eldest son John Murray Lyon was to become a Master Cabinetmaker and Undertaker. He had premises on the Main Street in Newton on Ayr near the present day Geordie’s Byre public bar. He married twice, his first wife being Agnes Malcom who he married in Ayr on 16th August 1872.

 John Murray Lyon  =  Agnes Malcom
                                                                     1848


                                            Jacobina                Sarah Spiers             Agnes

                                                                1871                                 1873                                   1875

Following the death of Agnes, John married Sarah Fanco on 1st November 1878. Sarah born in Greenock was the granddaughter of George Frederick Pfannkuch a sugar baker of German origin. Sarah was the proprietor of a Wine & Spirit Merchants in Hope Street, Ayr.

John and Sarah had three children, i.e. twins, John and Jane and my grandmother, Janet Murray.

John Murray Lyon   =  Sarah Fanco
                                                                  1848


                                                                                       

                                                            John-Twins-Jean         Janet Murray

                                                                                                       1879                       1882

John Murray Lyon died aged 80 on 3rd December 1928 at 56 Russell Street, 

Newton on Ayr. 

John Murray’s son, also named John followed him in the family business. John junior married JaneWilson but they had no children. John Lyon junior died aged 82 on 20th March 1962.  John Lyon junior’s twin sister, Jane married twice, firstly to William Maltman in 1907 and then to David Colquhoun in 1917, they had two children, Martha and David junior. 

Janet Murray Lyon

Janet Murray Lyon, my grandmother married Charles Kelly my grandfather who was a Journeyman Joiner on 9th October 1903 at Green Street in Newton on Ayr. They had 8 children, i.e. Agnes, Mary, William, Jane, Janet, Margaret, Charles (my father) and Sarah. 

In 1914 the First World War broke out, an event that affected every family in the land. Following his enlistment in 1916, Charles served in Egypt and Palestine with the Royal Scots Fusiliers.  Not long after his return from the war tragedy struck the family with the death in 1920 of Jane, aged only 10. In the late 1920’s Janet and her family moved from Allison Street in Newton on Ayr to Mill Street in Ayr. In 1930 Janet was made a widow following the death of her husband, Charles who died whilst working away from home in London. Janet and her eldest son William travelled to London to bring home Charles body for burial in Ayr. Janet was left alone to raise her family of two boys and four girls, she continued living in Mill Street until her death at the age of 77 on 23rd March 1960. 
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I vaguely remember my Granny Kelly (Janet Murray Lyon) as I was only 5 when she died. Apparently she had a budgie and when I was visiting my Granny the poor budgie had to be moved into another room, as I would shake the cage stand to which the budgie would scream, “poor wee joey!” Although a Presbyterian by birth, apparently my grandmother was a regular visitor at the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Ayr in her later years.

Census Returns – Page 1

The Lyon family may be traced in the 19th century Census Returns for Newton on Ayr.

1841  Census of Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	Mrs Lyon
	Head
	Widow
	35
	Independent
	Ayrshire

	Robina Lyon
	Daughter
	Unmarried
	15
	
	Ayrshire


1841 Census of  Newton on Ayr  (New Road)

	Eliz’ Lyon
	Head
	Widow
	55
	Independent
	Ayrshire


1851 Census of Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	John Lyon
	Head
	Married
	35
	Upholsterer
	Ayr

	Robina Lyon
	Wife
	Married
	28
	Sewer
	St Quivox

	John Lyon
	          Son
	
	2
	
	St Quivox

	Janet Lyon
	Mother
	Widow
	50
	Milliner
	St Quivox


1851 Census of Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	    Jane Lyon
	Head
	Married
	28
	Handsewer
	

	Janet Lyon
	Daughter
	
	7
	Scholar
	

	Eliz’ Lyon
	Daughter
	
	5
	
	

	Alex’ Lyon
	Son
	
	3
	
	


Note: Jane Lyon was the wife of John Lyon (Master Mariner).

1851 Census of Newton on Ayr  (New Road)

	Elizabeth Lyon
	Head
	Widow
	68
	
	Dailly

	Thomas Lyon
	Son
	Unmarried
	44
	Seaman
	


1861 Census of Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	Janet Lyon
	Head
	Widow
	67
	Seamstress
	

	Robina J Lyon
	Daughter
	Married
	39
	Seamstress
	

	John Lyon
	Grandson
	
	12
	Scholar
	

	Jane Lyon
	Grandaughter
	
	10
	
	

	Robert Lyon
	Grandson
	
	7
	
	


Census Returns - Page 2

1871 Census of Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	John Lyon
	Head
	Unmarried
	22
	Cabinetmaker
	

	Robina Lyon
	Mother
	Married
	39
	Shirtmaker
	

	Jane Lyon
	Sister
	Unmarried
	18
	Woolspinner
	

	Robert Lyon
	Brother
	Unmarried
	16
	Moulder
	


1871 Census of Newton on Ayr  (Lyon’s Land)

	Jane Lyon
	Head
	Married
	47
	
	

	Jane Lyon
	Daughter
	Unmarried
	27
	Dressmaker
	

	Eliz’eth Lyon
	Daughter
	Unmarried
	25
	
	

	Alex’r Lyon
	Son
	Unmarried
	23
	Plumber/Gasfitter
	

	Marg’et Lyon
	Daughter
	Unmarried
	19
	Dressmaker
	

	John Lyon
	Son
	
	13
	Scholar
	

	Thomas Lyon
	Son
	
	11
	Scholar
	

	James Lyon
	Son
	
	  7
	Scholar
	

	Charles Lyon
	Son
	
	  4
	
	


1881 Census of  Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	Ms Robt Lyon
	Head
	Married
	59
	Housewife
	

	Robert Lyon
	Son
	Unmarried
	21
	Moulder
	

	John Lyon
	Son
	Married
	31
	Cabinetmaker
	

	Sarah Fanco
	Dau-in-Law
	Married
	30
	
	

	Robina Fanco
	
	
	  9
	
	

	Agnes Fanco
	
	
	  5
	
	

	John Lyon
	
	
	  2
	
	

	Jean Lyon
	
	
	  2
	
	


Census Returns – Page 3

1891 Census of Newton on Ayr  (Main Street)

	John Lyon
	Head
	Married
	42
	Cabinetmaker
	

	Sarah Lyon
	Wife
	Married
	40
	
	

	John Lyon
	Son
	
	12
	
	

	James Lyon
	Son
	
	12
	
	

	Janet Lyon
	Daughter
	
	  9
	
	

	Robina Lyon
	Mother
	
	69
	
	

	Robert Lyon
	Brother
	Unmarried
	34
	Lamplighter
	


1891 Census of Newton on Ayr  

	John Lyon
	Head
	Married
	69
	Ret’ Shipmaster
	

	Jane Lyon
	Wife
	Married
	68
	
	

	Alex’der Lyon
	Son
	Unmarried
	43
	Plumber/Gasfitter
	


